
HISTORY OF DRINKING WATER 



EGYPT 
• PRIMARY SOURCE OF WATER- NILE RIVER- MADE THEM SICK 

• MORINGA SEEDS-WHEN YOU CRUSH THE SEEDS AND ADD THEM TO 
WATER, A PROTEIN FROM THE SEED WILL KILL SOME OF THE 
MICROBIAL ORGANISMS AND CAUSE THEM TO CLUMP TOGETHER 
AND SETTLE TO THE BOTTOM OF THE CONTAINER. 

• OTHER METHODS 
• BOILING 
• FILTERING WITH GRAVEL AND SAND 
• A “GOMEDAKA” STONE 

• ALUM 

The Quest for Pure Water: The History of 
Water Purification from the Earliest 
Records to the Twentieth Century, authors 
M.N. Baker and Michael Taras 



ALHAMBRA PALACE 
• LOCATED IN GRANADA, SPAIN 

• THE ALHAMBRA WAS BUILT IN THE 13TH AND 14TH CENTURIES BY THE 
NASRID KINGS 

• ACEQUIA REAL- MAIN WATER CHANNEL FROM DARRO RIVER 

• FOUNTAINS STILL WORK TODAY 

• KARAJI, MOHAMMED IBN AL-HASAN AL-HASIB (EARLY 10TH CENTURY 
AD)  

 

 

 

 



Sanskrit medical writings known as the Sus’ruta Samhita, which dates back to about 2,000 B.C., and these methods include 
the boiling of water over fire, heating of water under the sun, dipping of heated iron into water, filtration through gravel 
and sand 

Certain metals disrupt bacteria cycles, including copper. In ancient India, brass, an alloy of 
copper and zinc and sometimes with other metals, was used to store water.  

Clearing nut (Strychnos potatorum = Thetraang Kottai in Tamil) 



ROMAN BATH 
• PROVIDED BY AQUEDUCTS 

• ROMAN/GREEK PURIFYING METHODS 

• HIPPOCRATES SLEEVE – STRAIN 
BOILED RAIN WATER 

• MACERATED LAURELS - 
DIOPHANES 

• IMMERSE BAG OF POUNDED 
BARLEY AND BRUISED CORAL – 
PAXAMUS 

• WICK SIPHONS- GERBER 
(ARABIAN) 



The Mayans constructed cisterns--call chultuns--in the limestone rock under buildings and ceremonial plazas. The Maya 
engineers devised drainage systems from buildings and courtyards to divert rain runoff into the chultuns to provide year-
round water supplies in areas where cenotes did not exist, such as in northwestern Yucatan. 
 
A chultun investigated at Edzna is fairly typical. It was bottle shaped in the cross section with a narrow restricted neck 
and a large globular-shaped chamber below (see illustration below). The total depth of the Edzna chultun was slightly 
more than 5 meters. 
   

http://www.waterhistory.org/ 

http://www.waterhistory.org/histories/aguadas/aguadas1.png


CONTRIBUTORS 



HYPATIA 



SOCIAL/GENDER IMPLICATIONS 
A women's crisis 
Women are 
disproportionately 
affected by the water 
crisis, as they are often 
responsible for collecting 
water. This takes time 
away from work, school 
and caring for family. 
Lack of water and 
sanitation lock women in 
a cycle of poverty.  



DEVELOPMENT 

• FILTRATION BECAME PREFERRED METHOD IN 
17TH – 18TH CENTURIES 

• 1804- PAISLEY, SCOTLAND, FIRST MUNICIPAL 
WATER PURIFYING PLANT 

• 1827- SLOW SAND FILTERS IN GREENOCK, 
SCOTLAND, ROBERT THOM 

• 1880’S- RAPID SAND FILTRATION 
IMPLEMENTED IN UNITED STATES 
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